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Abstract

Sustainable Consumption Strategies for
Transitioning to Circular Economy

Transitioning to a circular economy is an essential task for realizing a
sustainable future, with consumers playing a pivotal role in enhancing
resource efficiency and extending product lifecycles through the processes
of purchasing, usage, and disposal. In particular, behaviors such as
choosing circular products and engaging in repair and reuse contribute to
material circulation, necessitating the development of circular service

industries and the strengthening of institutional foundations.

This study aims to analyze the current state and policy conditions of
companies and local governments fostering circular consumption, while
identifying medium- and long-term tasks required to normalize circular
consumption practices. It defines consumers circular consumption
behaviors and conducts an in-depth analysis of various behaviors such as
purchasing, usage, repair/reuse, and recycling, along with the factors
influencing these behaviors and intentions. Additionally, the study explores
cooperative contributions among local governments and private companies,
especially startups, and examines the institutional frameworks that enable
circular consumption, providing directions for improvement. Through this,
the study proposes medium- and long-term policy measures necessary for
consumers, companies, and local governments to collectively promote the

transition to a circular consumption society.

The key findings of this study are as follows: (1) Enhancing service
accessibility and awareness, along with improving conditions such as

strengthening the right to repair, are critical for fostering consumer circular
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consumption. (2) Proposed legal and institutional improvements include
strengthening the legal basis for promoting reuse, amending laws to address
the supply-demand imbalance of recycled materials, integrating circular
economy principles into urban planning, establishing a legal basis for
supporting public projects by local governments, and revising ordinances to
enhance circular economy implementation capabilities. (3) Furthermore, the
need for a roadmap to transition the roles of existing resource recovery
and recycling companies, which are based on basic local governments, has
been highlighted in response to the expected entry of medium- and
large-sized enterprises into the circular economy industry. (4) Local
governments are anticipated to invigorate intermediary support
organizations tailored to regional characteristics, promote circular economy
projects through public-private partnerships, and stimulate the creation of
new markets by fostering circular economy industries based on regional

citizen participation.
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