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Issues and Challenges for Federal Geospatial
Information

Peter Folger
Specialist in Energy and Natural Resources Policy

April 27, 2012

Some view federal government data as inherently geospatial. According to the Department of the
Interior, the amount of government information that has a geospatial component—such as address
or other reference to a physical location—is as much as 80%.° Given the ubiquity of geospatial
information throughout the federal government, and despite the long history of efforts to manage
and coordinate such data articulated in OMB Circular A-16 and its antecedents (See Appendix
for a history of Circular A-16 and its federal policy lineage). ongoing challenges to handling
federal geospatial information can generally be divided into three overarching questions:
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Original map made by John Snow in 1854. Cholera cases are highlighted in black.
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